
MIAMs and pre-mediation meetings 
for unaccredited mediators

Client makes initial contact. 
At this point you should ask if they’re intending to make a court application straight away.

They are interested 
and want to know 

more about mediation

They intend to make 
an application to 
court, so this is a 
‘statutory’ MIAM.

You must have FMCA 
status to conduct a 
MIAM meeting. You 
would have to refer 

this client to an FMCA 
mediator.

Option 1 - telephone discussion
Treat as a private client referral. Discuss 

mediation in outline on the phone and ask 
them to get their former partner to contact 
you. You will need to explain that you can’t 

sign court forms.

Option 2 - invite the client for an 
initial meeting

Invite them in for an initial (pre-mediation) 
meeting to explain more about the mediation 

process and assess with them whether it’s 
suitable. You will need to explain that you 

can’t sign court forms. You may wish to 
consider getting an FMCA mediator or your 

PPC to co-conduct this meeting or make sure 
your PPC is fully briefed in case they decide 

or it is assessed that mediation is not suitable 
and they latterly issue proceedings.

It is your choice whether you:

Client 2 contacts you by phone. If interested 
and suitable, arrange individual initial 

meetings with each client.

Client 2 is invited to an initial meeting (please 
refer to guidance) or contacts you to arrange 

initial meeting. 

Initial meeting/s is/are not successful Initial meetings are successful

Arrange first joint meeting

Mediation begins

If mediation then breaks down and one of the clients wants to apply to the court, they can 
self-certify by claiming exemption*. Exemption grounds can be found in:

C100 – section 13d
Form A – section 3c

Form A1 – section 4c
FM1 – section 4 

Details of the exemptions are also detailed in the FPRs at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/843/made (see 3.8)

If mediation concludes to client documentation (MOU/OFS) your PPC will just need to 
review and sign off the client documents (i.e. the Memorandum of Understanding and 

Open Financial Statements), before they’re sent to your clients.

If they don’t want to go ahead and 
one or both of them wants - or 

tells you that they plan - to issue an 
application to court, your PPC can 

sign off the court forms. In order to 
do this, they must have adequate 
knowledge of the case (which is 

why it’s important to keep your PPC 
fully informed of the case). 

Alternatively, if you co-conducted 
the pre-mediation meeting with an 
FMCA mediator, then they should 

be able to sign it off too.

If your PPC does not sign court 
forms (they are under no obligation 
to do so), you should not conduct 
any initial meeting where there is 
a possibility that one of the clients 

may wish to issue proceedings.

*Mediators are reminded that other 
exemptions may apply (e.g. in regard to 

domestic abuse and child safety).


