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The family justice system in England and Wales is at a crucial turning point, and demand on family courts has never been higher. Across the country, practitioners are supporting families dealing with issues like divorce and separation, arrangements for children, and financial disputes; as well as supporting vulnerable children and adults at risk of harm and families involved in child protection matters.

Resolution’s recent campaigning work has brought key issues to the attention of policy makers, informed by the lived experiences of family law practitioners throughout the UK. This has led to real improvements for the families we help. Notably, Resolution successfully campaigned for no fault divorce, allowing couples to separate without having to apportion blame on a legal document. No-fault divorce finally became law in April 2022. 

Our latest report, ‘Vision for Family Justice’ (available here), sets out our aspirations for where and how changes need to be made to the family justice system. A core focus of the Vision is cohabitation, and Resolution has been campaigning for cohabiting couples to have fundamental basic rights in the event of relationship breakdown or death of their partner.  

As we head into a General Election, it is crucial to raise and explain these issues with prospective candidates who, if elected, can serve as champions for Resolution in Parliament.  

By backing our calls for action, candidates are committing to advocate and support the following policies in the next Parliament: 

· Cohabitation: The law relating to cohabiting partners on separation needs to be reformed.
· Helping families to find solutions: There should be more public funding for early legal information and advice.
· Protecting the vulnerable: More needs to be done to support and protect victims of domestic abuse in the family court, and ensure children are supported.
· Family courts: Preventing further closures of family courts.
· Making family law fit for purpose: Hearing the voice of the child in child arrangements proceedings and allocating more resource to the public children law system.

Resolution wants all candidates to understand that these recommendations are essential for improving the family justice system, reducing conflict, and providing necessary protection and support for separating couples and any children they may have. 
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Please get in touch with all the local candidates in your area and ask them to commit to supporting our key asks, including cohabitation reform and the importance of early legal advice in the next Parliament. 

Find out who your local candidates are

· Prospective parliamentary candidates can be found on the following website: https://whocanivotefor.co.uk/elections/parl. You can also try the website of your local council, who typically have a list of candidates in your area.
· Email addresses for candidates can usually be found on the above website, or the candidate’s own website and social media pages. Please note that it is not possible to find contact details for every candidate, as some choose not to share this information publicly. 
· If there are no direct contact details available, you can try to contact them through social media. You can also contact candidates through their party’s local branch. You can find these by ringing the main telephone line for the political party and asking for further details.

Tailor and use our Template email 

The following template text has been designed to send to all candidates in your constituency. The sections highlighted in yellow should be changed depending on constituency.

Subject: Will you support Resolution’s asks for the next Parliament?

Dear [INSERT FULL NAME OF CANDIDATE],

As a [INSERT NAME OF CONSTITUENCY]-based member of Resolution, a community of family justice professionals, I am writing to ask you to support Resolution’s key priorities and asks to reform the family justice system.   

Resolution recently published the ‘Vision for Family Justice’ setting out goals for where and how changes need to be made to the family justice system. It sets out clear recommendations, and by supporting our Vision you are committing to championing policies in the next Parliament that will:

· Support all types of modern families by enshrining basic rights in law for cohabiting couples on relationship breakdown or death of their partner, ensuring that they have rights to property or maintenance. 
· Help families access the best solutions by committing funding to early legal advice, enabling separating couples to receive early legal advice and resolve their disputes at as early a stage as possible. 
· Ensure the family courts meet the needs of families, with no further family court closures, enabling access to a responsive court service for those who most need it 

I have attached the executive summary of the Vision for Family Justice and would appreciate if you would read and digest Resolution’s core asks.

I would be delighted if you would agree to meet with me to discuss how you can get involved with Resolution’s work locally. Please contact [INSERT DETAILS] if you would be interested in a meeting.

I look forward to your response.

Kind regards,

[INSERT NAME AND POSTCODE]

Meet with candidates in your area to talk to them about reforming the family justice system 

Resolution is also encouraging members to seek face-to-face meetings, as it is more likely to have an impact and candidates will be interested in meeting with constituents in the run-up to the election.

If you have met with a local candidate who then goes on to win a seat in Parliament, it will be much easier to arrange future meetings with them as an MP. 

If you secure a meeting, the most important thing is to share case studies from your own experience and explain how the proposed reforms would help benefit children and families. 

You should also tell them what they can do to help. It is important to come to the meeting with ‘actions’ in mind, for example:

· Get a picture with them, you can then share this on social media – when you tweet, keep it fairly general and factual e.g. “Great to speak to [insert candidate’s twitter handle] about @ResFamilyLaw’s #VisionforFamilyJustice, including the need for #cohabreform…” rather than encouraging people to vote for or support specific candidates.
· Ask them to meet with representatives of Resolution in Westminster if elected or re-elected.
· Explain why each of the reforms is necessary and ask them to champion them if they are elected as an MP by organising a meeting with the new Justice Secretary in what will be one of their first acts as MPs.

Follow up with the candidate by writing them a short email or letter, thanking them for their time and thoughts, and for their support, if appropriate. 

Please make sure to let us know about any engagement you may have with local candidates, so that we can follow up after the election. 
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What is a hustings? 

· Hustings are meetings which take place in the run up to elections. They provide a forum for members of the public to hear from candidates and parties about their plans and policies. 
· Candidates or parties debate policies and answer questions from the audience, giving voters the chance to raise the issues that are important to them. 
· They are usually held by organisations such as community groups or non-party campaigners. They may focus on one issue, or on the campaign more generally. 
· Hustings are a great opportunity to ask your local candidates for their views, and to seek their support for the campaign. If you register to attend a hustings, you may be asked to submit your questions ahead of time. 

Where can I find out about hustings in my area? 

· Hustings can be advertised locally, so you should keep an eye out for information on posters, flyers, or on social media. 
· You can also search for hustings by constituency here.

Questions you may wish to ask:

· Keep your questions as short and as precise as possible. Use simple language, and clear figures.
· Try to keep it brief, as you won’t have long to speak if you are chosen, and always make sure you finish with a question. 
· Example question: “There are nearly 3.6 million opposite-sex couples (or 1 in 5 families) cohabiting in the UK, and they are the fastest growing family type. Yet, when a cohabiting couple separate, the law treats them as though they were two completely unconnected individuals. Will you commit to working in Parliament to find a solution to ensure cohabiting couples are given legal rights and protections should their relationship break down?” 
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The below are suggested social media posts to publicise to your network your involvement in this campaign.
· In the lead up to the #GeneralElection, I’m supporting @ResFamilyLaw’s #ResVision to make sure Cohabitation Reform is a priority for our next Government.

· Ahead of the upcoming #GeneralElection I'm proud to support @ResFamilyLaw's Vision for Family Justice, highlighting the changes we want to see to create a system that is fit for the future. #ResVision https://bit.ly/3sJPuob

· I stand with @ResFamilyLaw’s call for all political parties to make a commitment to Cohabitation Reform and ensure access for all to Early Legal Advice. 

· Great to meet [candidate name] to discuss the importance of Cohabitation Reform and @ResFamilyLaw’ Vision for Family Justice. 

· The family justice system is at a crucial turning point. This #GeneralElection, I support @ResFamilyLaw’s call for changes that need to be made in the short, medium and long term, in order to create a fairer family justice system for all. #ResVision 
You may wish to use the below graphics to accompany your social media posts.
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The election provides all members with the opportunity to raise the profile of these issues through local media outlets. 

We’ve drafted a template press release and letter to the editor that can be tailored to your constituency. The sections highlighted in yellow should be changed depending on the details in your local area. You’re welcome to tailor them further.
 
You can send the release or letter to any existing media contacts or by Googling your local paper, TV or radio station. Their telephone number will usually be available on their website and in copies of the paper. Copy and paste the final release into the body of an email. 

If you’d like to follow up, you can ring or email the day after sending the release to find out if they need any additional information on the story you sent through. 

TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE 

[Name of Town] [family lawyer/other professional] calls on election candidates to improve legal rights for local unmarried couples

[Date] – Ahead of the General Election, a local [family lawyer/other professional] has called upon prospective parliamentary candidates (PPCs) in [area] to commit to modernising the family justice system and ensure adequate legal protection for local cohabiting couples.

The call joins the voices of thousands of other family lawyers who are members of the national body Resolution, who are together calling for an overhaul of family justice in line with the changing face of families in modern Britain.

The campaign follows the release last year of Resolution’s landmark ‘Vision for Family Justice’ report, which lays out policy recommendations drawn from the extensive collective expertise of its membership of 6,500 legal professionals.

Chief among these asks is their proposal to ensure that cohabitating couples have legal rights and protections on separation or death, where at present there are little to no protections for them.

Cohabiting couples represent the fastest growing family type in the UK, now accounting for one fifth of families. Many believe they have legal protection should they separate or their partner sadly dies, yet find out only too late that they do not. Resolution is calling for this to change.

As well as these recommendations, the report also calls for other changes to be made to the law to update family justice for the twenty-first century, including the need for funding for early legal advice and ensuring our family courts are fit for purpose. 

As a member of Resolution, [name] from [practice] has been engaging with local candidates to ensure a commitment that [area]’s future MP will champion these long-overdue reforms.

[Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Surname] commented: “Resolution’s successful campaign to introduce no-fault divorce proved that changes to the law can bring immediate benefits for couples when their relationship sadly comes to an end.

“I am therefore calling upon parliamentary candidates in [constituency] to lend their support to our programme for change, which recommends common-sense and popular changes which will revamp our outdated legal system. 

“In my own practice, I’ve seen a growing number of cohabitees who mistakenly believe they are somehow protected by a mythical ‘common-law’ status. They are shocked to discover no such protection exists. With the numbers of unmarried couples continuing to rise, it is high time our laws were changed to reflect the changing society in which we live.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Sir/Madam,

As a family lawyer in [area], I have seen a growing number of unmarried partners who, when their relationship comes to an end, are shocked to discover they have little to no legal protection, despite living with their other half for many years. 

This is the case across the country, with cohabiting couples now representing one in five families. Family law in Britain is in clear need of modernisation; we have a system that creates conflict where it isn’t necessary, that doesn’t finance cost-effective measures to steer families to resolutions early, that fails to adequately support abuse victims, and that doesn’t ensure equal rights for modern family arrangements.

As part of the national family justice group Resolution, I will be working to ensure the next government introduces new legal protections for cohabitees, amongst a host of other important reforms to make family law in England and Wales fit for the twenty-first century.

Ahead of the General Election I am calling upon prospective parliamentary candidates in [area] to join me in championing the modernisation of family law in the next Parliament. England and Wales need laws which are reflective of the changing face of modern families.

The reforms Resolution recommends are laid out in our Vision for Family Justice, which can be found here. 

Society is changing; it is time our laws caught up.

Yours sincerely,

[Name]
[Firm/Town]

Member of Resolution 
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More information about Resolution work can be found here: Resolution

If you have any further questions, please contact Connect, Resolution’s Westminster-based team, on resolution@connectpa.co.uk. 
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